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Ángela de la Cruz (La Coruña, 1965) presents her second solo exhibition, 
Traspaso, at the Helga de Alvear Gallery.  
 
De la Cruz is economical in her use of resources. She deploys the language of 
minimalism and concentrates on monochromes. The predominant colour in Traspaso is 
blue. This artist deftly breaks the link between the wall and the painting, so that the 
gallery walls act as a support to lean her works against and the floor becomes the base 
for what might have been a painting but is presented to us as sculpture. Were it not for 
the meticulous finish of every one of her works, the way they are folded so perfectly 
and the order underlying their composition, we might think they were failed paintings, 
rejected and somewhat tortured. 
 
The “Nothing” series consists of pictures reduced to the bare minimum, producing little 
spheres about to unfold. The “Roll” pieces are rolled-up canvases leaning against the 
wall, and the largest work, “Drop”, is marked by the tracks of the artist’s wheelchair. 
When Ángela de la Cruz decides to hang her works, it is as if they were dissatisfied 
with their role and were trying to dissociate themselves from the wooden frames that 
bound them. 
 
As well as paintings that aspire to be sculptures, De la Cruz presents her “Throw” 
series, sculptures that aspire to be paintings. To be precise, they are monochrome 
skeuomorphs in aluminium of what looks like a folded cardboard box. In this series, 
trompe l’oeil comes into play, and what appears soft is in fact hard. This time, in her 
play of inversions, she really does hang on the wall what we are actually used to 
seeing on the floor: cardboard boxes. 
 
Ángela de la Cruz was born in La Coruña, Spain, in 1965 and lives and works in 
London. After graduating in Philosophy at the University of Santiago de Compostela, in 
the late eighties, de la Cruz moved to London, where she enrolled at the Chelsea 
College of Art and then furthered her artistic training at Goldsmiths College and the 
Slade School of Art. Since then her career has burgeoned, as reflected in the show 
entitled After, staged at the Camden Arts Center in 2010 and for which she was 
nominated for the Turner Prize. Her work has been shown too at Culturgest, Oporto, 
Portugal (2006); CAAC~Centro Andaluz de Arte Contemporáneo, Seville, Spain (2005); 
and MARCO~Museo de Arte Contemporánea, Vigo, Spain (2004). Ángela de la Cruz 
works are today included in important public collections like, Artium~Centro Museo 
Vasco de Arte Contemporáneo, Vitoria, Spain; British Council, London; Contemporary 
Art Society, London; Colección Helga de Alvear, Madrid/Cáceres, Spain; Colección 
Iberdrola, Madrid; FRAC, Nord Pas de Calais, France; Fundació La Caixa, Barcelona; 
Fundación Pedro Barrié de la Maza, La Coruña, Spain; Moderna Museet, Stockholm; 
Morgan Stanley Bank, London; National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia; Patio 
Herreriano Museo de Arte Contemporáneo Español, Valladolid, Spain; Queensland Art 
Gallery, Queensland, Australia and TATE Collection, London, among others. 


